"Up from the Dust®

It wos the last woek in Junuary in the yeur of our Lord 1947 that winter
winds blew gustily down through Cajon Pass. But tho winds of the mountains
were not the only ones sweeping through the Pass and tho ctreets of San
Bernardino, for the winds of the Spirit were stirring men's hearts.

Thut woek under the direcction of the District Supoerintendent, Dr. Leonard
Cochsliy, busy ministers end faithful loymen went irom house to house throughou‘b
the entirc southern part of the city for the purpose of ascertaining if end
vhere the peopleo attended cilurchy and if they wuld like e Methodist Church
that wuld serve their cormunity, Iach evening calls were made upon those who
evinced en inmterest in the esteblishment of a church, winning some thereby to
(arist an Conf'ession of Faith,

On Fébruary the second, 1947 the people were called to come together for
the first clmrch service which met at the Son Dernardino Valley Collegoe 4t
this service thirty-nine adults were received into the church and fourteem
children and adults were baptized,

On the third Sunday of thelr mocting together the people formed the nuclous
of a undey School end six wouen volunteered to be teacherss This was alsp the
last aundoy the group meb in the College, for raligious meebings in the College
wore declered unconstitutioncl by the State Attormey Geaneral. After frantic
search for a place in which to hold the church services, it was decided to reat
e large hall from the Colton Sevemth Day Acdventist Schoole The meeting place
proved to be adequate excopt that it was far out of the community end therefore
only thosc who were greatly desirous of e caurch made thelr woy on Sunday morning
to the servico.

For six wecks after orgnnizing the Mstrict Superimtendent and other
minigters carried on the work of preachings On the Thursdoy before Easter, 1947,

Thoe Revoread George A. Boss and his fumily arrived to take charge of tho work.
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Coming from a fairly large church in the llew York Conference, situated anidst
the mountains and snows of upstate New York, to o church 3000 miles awsy across
the pleins and mountoins of Americn, composed of o small group of people with-
out a building or neme was a challemging and testing of faith not in the exper=
ience of many preacherss It is likewise raro for a minister to bo faced with
an opportunity so vast md challenging as the southern part of San Bemardino
presentode The minister's femily revelod in the warmth both of southern Celi-
fornia's sunchine and of the people's friendliness and faith.

The enthusiesm end hard work of Dr. Oechsli resulted in a congregation
numbering 128 on Easter Sundey at which service the now ninister was intro-
duced to the people and preached the sermmon. The Junior Caoir from Colton
Methodist Church generously assisted in the servics,

The weocks that followed had their high moments of emthusiaesm and their
lov noments of discouragement,

In order to cut down the cost of the rent the services were held in the
basement of the school building, the appearance of vhich repelled rather than
attracted newcomers, This seemed to be the final tost of faith on the part
of minister end peorle. Here the pulpit became en old radio covered with a
plece of red velvet, Vhen in the heat of s midsummer Sunday moming atterdance
at the church gervice dropped to fourteen people, nedthor the minieter nor the
people dared let each other know thelr inner feelings,

On the first dey in June, 1947, r ground-breaking ceremony was hed on
the large and strategic site murchased by the Board of Liiésions of the Southem
California=Arizona Conference, almost two and one-half ac¢res and located next
to the Richardeon Junior High Scheol. Work progressed rapidly on the fellowship

Hall which helped to create a greater interest within the communiiy for the church,
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On September 28, 1947, four and a half months ago, the first service was
held in the new church though many of the furnishings were not emmpleted, On
the next Sunday, October Sth, a memorable service was held in the church,when
thirty-six new manbers were received into the echurch, Thet Sunday also marked
the beginning of our Building Fund Crusade under the direction of Dr. Harvey
Hogker, Liinister of Finance for the Southern Californis~Arigona Conference,
$9266 was raised - -~ business firms and individuals outside our church mamber-
ship subseribing $1791, and families and individuals in our memb ership,
totaling less than 100, subscribed or pnid in cash $7475 to be payable over a
period of eighteen momths..

Many examples could be cited of the genuine saeerifice made by the members
in their giving to the Building Fund. There was that family that came forward
to pledge $200 although illness had reduced its meager income to much below
the average for the commmity, The minister suggested that they would find it
diffieult to give so much, but the mother of the family said, "No, we will go

without some other things beeause the church in this community is important to
us.” Such a spirit of faith and sacrifice is rare indeed and challemges

all the obstacles and problems of the future. The fact that 904 of the
community is employed in some laboring capaeity gives further point to the
spirit of sacrifice evidenced by the large giving of the people.

The Sunday before the ground was broken for the new church, May 25th,
the congregation by nomination and popular vote decided to neme the chureh
after Stepheny, the first (hristian martyr. The people also voted to name
the Fellowship Hall "Oechsli Hall" in honor emd in appreciation of Leonard
Oechsli, the Distriet Superimtendent, who ws the moving epirit behind the

organization of this church,
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The organ and chimes were purchased in October from the North Gleadale
Methodist Qiurch which generously sold then to us at approximetely less than
helf the cost of o new orgen and chimes. The chimes will beo amplified from
tho tower during Lent,.

The Woman's Society of Christian Service was orgenized in lay, 1947, end
has done = splendid piece of work in ereating a warm fellowship throughout the
churell, in raising money to equip the kitchen, and in interesting vomen in the
total church program. Since orgenizing in lay the women have raised over $500
for local and conference work. December 3lst they reported 24 pledged members,
They have elected 211 tho officers suggested and are carrying on an extensive
educztional programe Beside the regilar meeting of the Woman's Society thore
are two clrcles which meet once a month,

Cur present Fellowship lall composed of a kitcheny hall approximately 30
by 50 feety, and minister's sbudy is vholly inadequate for the educational pro=-
gram of our ciurch schooles The nursery class nmeets in the kiiche; the
primary, junior snd intermedinto childreu in the liallj the adult class in the
gaest-hocuse of a neighbor; and the high school~college group in the home of
Ere. snd irs. Andercon who live next to tho church, Ve cre extrendy fortunate
in having the loan of these additional facilities to the churche

At the present time the church scaool enirolment is approximately 175,
and the average attendance about 90, If wore end bebtter leadership were
aveilable, as well as more adegquate facilities, both the enrclmeant ond
attendance would show a great increcses Mieny of the leaders in the churdch
have affilicted themselves with a church for the first time in their lives
end lack the experiece to carry on the wrk without o great deal of zssistence,

The minister at the present time is the ncting church school superint emdent,









